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But we cannot expect to obtain in this way any great
results. The work that is performed by the great
Agricultural Societies of Europe must be performed
in India by the Government or not at all/

With the practical exhibition of the results of such
experiments, Lord Mayo held that the direct efforts
of the State towards the improvement of Indian
husbandry should cease. Excepting in these cases,
he declared that the Government * cannot with advan-
tage attempt to carry on any of the operations of
agriculture. In regard to this, as to other branches
of industry, the State may do much to foster and
<^ncourage the efforts of private individuals, but it can
do comparatively little through the direct agency of
its own servants. Nevertheless, the exceptions to
this rule will, in this country, be important; and we
believe that it may often be the duty of the Govern-
ment to act as the pioneer to private enterprise. It
has done this to some extent already. Thus, for
example, the introduction of tea and cinchona cultiva-
tion into India has been mainly due to the Govern
ment/

The Government of India had not, however, chiefly
to teach the natives how to improve their husbandry ;
it had to learn how to conduct its own. The ruling
power is a great forest proprietor, and it had not up
to that time been a very successful one. The forests
had been handed over to the Public Works Depart-
ment, ' in the absence of any special branch of the
administration to supervise* them. Lord Mayo re-
solved that their efficient management should be one